Immediate catheter-directed reperfusion for acute stroke occurring during diagnostic cardiac catheterization.
Acute stroke is a rare but the most dreaded complication of cardiac catheterization. We report a case about the management of an acute stroke that occurred during a diagnostic cardiac catheterization procedure. Immediate catheter-based intraarterial thrombolysis with adjunctive balloon angioplasty of the left middle cerebral artery was carried out. The patient recovered markedly within the first 2 hr and was discharged without neurological sequelae after 3 days. A clinical pathway for acute stroke management in the catheterization laboratory is discussed.